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PENN STATE GRAND JURY REPORT 


‘ONLY A MATTER OF TIME’ 


Report says a death like Piazza’s was inevitable 
given the university’s lack of monitoring. 


catastrophe,” she said. Penn State said it is limited in what it can do about fraternity houses. 


By Susan Snyder 
STAFF WRITER 

ennsylvania State University 
failed to properly monitor 
and discipline its fraternities 
for years, leading to life- 
threatening conditions and 
widespread violations of policies in- 
volving alcohol and hazing, according 
to a grand jury report released Friday. 

“Penn State officials were aware of 
the excessive and dangerous alcohol 
abuse indulged by fraternities, such 
that it was only a matter of time before 
a death would occur during a hazing 
event,” the report said. “The grand 
jury concludes that the university 
knew or should have known of these 


ee 


Centre County District Attorney Stacy Parks Miller speaks next to a picture of Tim Piazza. “Self-regulation was a joke and a 


dangers.” 

Ten months in the making, the report 
comes in response to the death of soph- 
omore pledge Tim Piazza after an al- 
leged booze-fueled hazing ritual at the 
now-defunct Beta Theta Pi fraternity. 
But the 19-year-old’s death in February 
was by no means an isolated case. 

Hazing at Penn State is “widespread 
and pervasive,” the grand jury said, 
noting resistance from some members 
of the Greek system to stopping it, call- 
ing the practice “an important, funda- 
mental element of how we bond.” 

The stark findings led the body to 
ponder the need for a fraternity sys- 
tem. 

“The grand jury,” the 236-page re- 
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PHOEBE SHEEHAN / Centre Daily Times 


port said, “seriously questions the val- 
ue and purpose of modern-day fraterni- 
ties if focus cannot be redirected back 
to its roots of academic excellence, 
community service and respectful 
brotherhood.” 

The review blasted the school for al- 
lowing the student-run Interfraternity 
Council to monitor and discipline fra- 
ternities — a practice that the universi- 
ty changed following Piazza’s death. 

“The IFC’s self-regulation was a joke 
and a catastrophe,” Stacy Parks Miller, 
Centre County district attorney, said dur- 
ing a two-hour news conference. “Penn 
State allowed the students to police 
themselves, and the results were predict- 

See PENN STATE on A2 


INCOME-TAX OVERHAUL 


GOP bill 
picks up 
wavering 
senators 


Rubio, Corker signaled approval. 
Votes are planned for next week. 


By Damian Paletta, Erica Werner, 
Jeff Stein, and Mike DeBonis 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Congressional Republi- 
cans secured enough support Friday after- 
noon to pass their massive 
tax plan into law after two 
critical holdouts, Sen. Marco 
Rubio (R., Fla.) and Sen. Bob 
Corker (R., Tenn.), signaled 

they would vote for it. 
Rubio emerged as a final 
challenge in a political puz- 
zle that the White House and 


GOP leaders have been as- Sen. Bob 
sembling for the last two Corker. His 
months. His decision to vote support was 
for the package came after a unexpected. 


standoff with Republican 
leaders that led to a last- 
minute expansion of the Child Tax Credit. 
Corker’s support was unexpected, as he 
had voted against the measure two weeks 
See TAXES on A4 


TAX BRACKETS IN GOP BILL 
[Single filers im Joint filers 


10%: $0 to $9,525 =: 10%: $0 to $19,050 
12%: $9,525 to : 12%: $19,050 to 


$38,700 $77,400 

22%: $38,700 to : 22%: $77,400 to 
$70,000 : $165,000 

24%: $70,000 to : 24%: $165,000 to 
$160,000 : $315,000 

32%: $160,000 to : 32%: $315, O00 to 
$200,000 : $40Q000 

35%: $200000 to : 35%: $40Q000 to 
$500,000 : $60Q000 

37%: $50Q000 and : 37%: $60Q000 and 
above > above 


SOURCE: Bloomberg News 


> More details on the tax bill. A4 
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Jefferson replacing 
Aramark at 1101 Market 
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May 19 is the big day for 


Prince Harry and bride 


FLURRY OF SNOWS |B1 


A third storm in six days 


makes for tricky travel 
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G 6 The potential 
harm faced by 
Pennsylvania women and 


[women] across the 
nation is enormous and 


CONTRACEPTION MANDATE 


Phila. judge halts 
Trump limits on 


free birth control 


Affected are employers claiming the 
requirement violates religious rights. 


By Robert Moran 


A federal judge in Philadelphia on Friday tempo- 
rarily blocked Trump administration rules that 
would limit women’s access to free birth control 
under the Affordable Care Act. 

U.S. District Judge Wendy Beetlestone sided 
with Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro, 
who filed the legal challenge, in granting a prelimi- 
nary injunction to halt 
the increasing number 
of employers allowed to 
forgo providing free 
contraception for fe- 
male employees by as- 


Christmas party hosted by Rubye's Kids. 


Children greet Santa, portrayed by volunteer Vince Perkins, during a 


JOSEPH KACZMAREK 


24 years of bringing delight. 


Rubye’s Christmas 
parties end on high note 


WEATHER 


High 42, Low 29 


AccuWeather report, C8 


Sunday 41| 34 
Monday 48 | 41 
Tuesday 55|37 
Wednesday 45 | 32 
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irreversible. 
U.S. District Judge 
Wendy Beetlestone 


al objections. 


serting religious or mor- 


“The potential harm 


faced by Pennsylvania 
women and [women] across the nation is enor- 
mous and irreversible,” Beetlestone wrote in her 


44-page opinion. 


In October, Shapiro sued to block the Trump 
administration’s rollback of the birth control cover- 
age mandate under the Affordable Care Act, also 


known as Obamacare. 


The law required most employers to cover con- 
traceptives at no additional cost to employees. As 
a result of litigation, exemptions were provided to 


religious organizations. 


The Trump administration changes expanded 
the number of employers eligible for the exemp- 


See BIRTH CONTROL on A4 
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By Kristen A. Graham 
STAFF WRITER 

The second grader walked into 
the gym at Richard Wright Ele- 
mentary School and blinked 
hard at everything in front of her 
— a juggler, Spider-man shooting 
webs out of his hands, a place to 
decorate cupcakes, a table over- 
flowing with books she could 
choose from — and was silent 
for a moment. 

“Is this,” she asked, “for me?” 

It was. For 24 years, the non- 
profit Rubye’s Kids has been pro- 
viding hundreds of children with 
the sort of holiday experience 
many of them will never forget 
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— crafts and food, Santa and 
dancing, and, at the end of the 
day, bags stuffed with warm 
things to wear and toys to trea- 
sure. 

The organization is named for 
Rubye Caesar, who was legend- 
ary in her North Philadelphia 
neighborhood for Christmas par- 
ties that somehow stretched to 
provide hot chocolate and small 
gifts for her own foster children, 
plus every needy kid she knew. 

See PARTY on A4 


> A GRINCH IN MAYFAIR: Police 
say a woman took hundreds of 
decorations from her neighbors. B1 


